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OBITUARY. REV. BARNABAS PERKINS;. 

The subject of this notice, was the Rev. Barnabas Perkins;, late of Danville, Vt. His death occurred on the evening of Monday, May 10th, 1826. Four days previous to his decease, he was struck with a paralytic shock, which deprived him of the use of his limbs and his speech. In this state he languished, till he was released from his tabernacle on earth to rest with God. He had passed the appointed boundary of human life, having reached his seventy-fourth year. Mr. Perkins was a native of  Massachusetts, where he spent the early part of his life. About 1774 he left the place of his nativity, and removed to Lebanon, N.H. This town is six miles from Dartmouth College, in the town of Hanover, NH. In the course of the next winter after his removal, the Lord was pleased to visit the College and the people of Hanover with the gracious effusion of his Holy Spirit.

The news of this blessed revival of religion soon reached Lebanon, and the effect of it was great on the subject of this notice; he was at once led to feel his guilt and danger. Previous to this, he had felt comparatively safe and whole, but he was now effectually awakened to a sense of his lost condition as  a helpless miserable sinner, exposed to the displeasure of a holy sin-hating God. His convictions were deep and long, and under them his soul was greatly agitated and depressed. In this state of mind he could from experience ask, "A wounded spirit who can bear?. Sin appeared to him an evil of dreadful malignity, and his guilt he felt to be a burden too heavy to be borne. Under these convictions he sighed and groaned and wept, fearing and expecting that he should be lost. But after he was brought to renounce every other dependence, God, who is rich in mercy, was pleased to reveal Christ to his troubled despairing soul. When the preciousness and all-sufficiency of the Savior were revealed to him, the burden of his gilt was removed, and his soul was set at liberty. And his soul was sore troubled before, so now his joy was proportionally great. Christ appeared to him the chief among ten thousands, and the one altogether lovely. And having found a Savior so suited to his ease, he failed not, like the woman of Samaria, to go and tell all around him the glorious news. At the same time, like her, he exhorted and entreated them to come and see him, with assurances that he was truly the Redeemer. Having thus obtained comfortable hope in Christ, he thought it his duty to confess him before men, and as he had been educated a Congregationalist, he united with a church of that denomination. In that church, for aught that is known to the contrary, he continued to walk orderly as a good member for eight years. During the latter part of that time, his mind was seriously exercised on the question, Whether he ought not to devote himself to the ministry of the word. He was led to these exercises, by the deep interest he felt in the causes of that Savior who had redeemed him from the bondage of sin and the reign of death; and by a view of the immense worth of the souls of his fellow sinners. Hoping and thinking that he might be instrumental in glorifying the Redeemer and saving his fellow men, he desired to be employed in unfolding the riches of infinite mercy. In order to enter on this work more profitably, he commenced such a course of improvement, as would prepare him the more acceptably to perform the great work which he had in view. While thus engaged, he was led to examine the subject of Baptism. The result of this examination was, that he became convinced that his former views of the subject were erroneous, and of course that he had not been baptized according to the New Testament. When his mind became settled on this point, he conferred not with flesh and blood, but submitted to the ordinance according to his convictions of right, and united with a Baptist church. Notwithstanding this changed in his views of one of the ordinances of the gospel, he ever cherished the kindest feelings towards that body of Christians with which he had previously been associated. Soon after this change in his views and relations, he commenced the work of preaching the gospel of Christ. For a length of time, he exercised himself in performing the duties of the ministry in Lebanon, Hanover, and the adjacent towns, where hw as useful to a considerable degree. From the time of his ordination in 1800, his labors became more extensive, and were frequently attended by the power of the Holy Ghost, sent down from heaven. About 1802, he left the region where he had been long laboring, and again visited his native State. In this tour, he preached in the town of Marshfield, MA a few miles north of Plymouth, MA where his labors were rendered useful. Having received from that church an invitation to become their minister, he accepted it, and continued with them about four years, declaring to them the gospel of the grace of God. In his work, his labor was not in vain, for the Lord wrought with him. While he resided in this town, he made frequent excursions into the neighboring regions, where he was made the instrument of raising up a church, to which, after leaving Marshfield, he preached for some time. While he resided in this town, about 1806, he was employed by the Baptist Missionary Society of Massachusetts, as one of their missionaries, and sent to the northern parts of New Hampshire, and Vermont, and the contiguous parts of the province of Lower Canada. In this service he was very useful in many places, in cheering the hearts of the Lord's people, and in awakening sinners. No doubt many will have occasion to bless God, that they were permitted from his lips to hear the blessed gospel of Christ. In this service he was employed more or less for several years, till he became partially disabled by reason of age. In his last years, although impaired and weakened by an age and infirmities, he nevertheless did what he could. Then, his last labors, were performed, for the most part, in the north-westerly parts of Vermont. For some time previous to his death he resided with his son in the place where he died, and preached as he had opportunity and ability. Mr. Perkins talents might be ranked with the mediocrity. His advantaged in early life were not great, but by his desire for information, and his after opportunities for improvement, he treasured up much useful knowledge respecting men and things. His preaching talents were better calculated for itinerating than stated ministrations. Of this he was aware, and therefore spent most of his life in preaching from place to place. In this way he was useful to a greater degree than he otherwise would have been. His communications were generally free and zealous. He felt much for others, and when he addressed them, he was tender and warm. So familiar were his addresses, that none would fail of understanding. The deep convictions which he experiences when he was brought to see himself in the light of Gods law, and the ecstatic joy which he felt when he found Christ, gave a tone to his feelings through life, and greatly influenced his whole character. In his absence from home, the dwelling-house of his son with whom his family resided, was consumed by fire, together with most of its contents. In the letter which he wrote in answer to the one which informed him of this sad event, he discovered entire submission to the will of God, and rejoices that no lives were lost. Not a murmur escapes his lips. To his companion, he imparts the consolations of the gospel - to his children, he endeavors to make this event the means of promoting their eternal welfare, while he deeply feels for them, and endeavors to dry their tears. In his example and in his prayers, he has left a rich legacy for his family and the church. He now rests from his labors, and his works will doubtless follow him.

 The End
